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coachmakers, and the tailors, who were obliged to
give exorbitant accommodation to their aristocratic
customers, and were eventually paid in bills of an
incredibly long date, Solomon was of inestimable
use. Hamlet, Houlditch, and other dependants
upon the nobility were often compelled to seek his
assistance.

Hamlet, the jeweller, was once looked up to as
the richest tradesman at the West End. His shop
at the corner of Cranbourne Alley exhibited a pro-
fuse display of gold and silver plate, whilst in the
jewel room sparkled diamonds, amethysts, rubies,
and other precious stones, in every variety of setting.
He was constantly called on to advance money upon
such objects, which were left in pawn, only to be
taken out on the occasion of a great banquet, or
when a court dress was to be worn. His gains were
enormous, though it was necessary to give long
credit; and his bills for twenty or thirty thousand
pounds were eagerly discounted. In fact, he was
looked upon as a second Croesus, or a Crassus, who
could have bought the Eoman empire; and his
daughter's hand was sought in marriage by peers.
But all at once the mighty bubble collapsed. He
had advanced money to the Duke of York, and had
received as security property in Nova Scotia, con-
sisting chiefly of mines, which, when he began to
work them, turned out valueless, after entailing
enormous expense. Loss upon loss succeeded, and
in the end bankruptcy. I have even heard that this
man, once so envied for his wealth, died the inmate
of an almshouse.

Some persons of rank, tempted by the offers of
these usurers, lent their money to them at a verytheplen-n of some talent, and had good taste in the fine                     I swords; so at last it wasl killed the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            B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